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To  the  Chairman 


Miembers  of  the  Joint  Committee 


East  Kent 


(No.  2)  United  District, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information,  and  consideration, 
the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  services  of  the  United  District  for  the 
year  1948. 

The  report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  reveals  a satisfactory  standard  of  health  amongst 
the  population. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  (19.86  per  1,000),  was  lower  than  that  for 
the  previous  year  (22.4  per  1,000),  but  was  1.9(3  above  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  stillbirth  rate  (14  i^er  1,000)  was  lower  than  that  for 
the  previous  year  (18  per  1,000). 

The  death  rate  (10.64  per  1,000)  was  lower  than  that  of  the  preceding 
year  (12.3  per  1,000),  and  there  was  also  a marked  reduction  in  the  infant 
mortality  rate  (25.4  per  1,000),  as  compared  with  that  for  the  previous 
year  (42.9  per  1,000).. 

The  commonest  cause  of  death  was  disease  of  the  cardio-vascular  system 
which  accounted  for  44.8%  of  the  totaf  deaths.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  more  females  have  been  the  victims  of  this  complaint  than  males. 
From  the  returns  it  would  appear  that  one  form  of  fatal  heart  disease, 
namely  coronary  thrombosis,  has  become  relatively  more  frequent.  Is 
this  a warning  of  the  many  stresses  that  the  body  is  subjected  to  in  our 
modem  mode  of  life,  such  as  hustling,  overwork  and  worry?  The  human 
body,  such  as  it  is,  can  only  stand  a certain  amount  of  stress  for  a short 
time,  and  no  more.  Why  more  women  should  succumb  to  this  complaint 
than  men  in  a rural  district  is  conjectural,  but  fronn  what  one  sees  in  the 
communal  life  it  is  obvious  that  the  women  have  to  work  hard,  bear 
children  and  run  the  home.  iMany  of  them  work  in  the  fields  which 
entails  much  that  can  only  be  classified  as  heavy  manual  work. 

The  next  commonest  cause  of  death  was  cancer,  which  accounted  for 
16.8%  of  the  total  deaths.  During  the  past  five  years  there  has  been  a 
gradual  but  definite  rise  in  the  mortality  rate,  the  percentage  in  1946 
being  12.4.  This  increase  may  be  partly  due  to  the  increasing  longevity 
of  the  population,  as  this  disease  occurs  mostly  in  the  latter  half  of  life, 
and  the  modern  methods  of  diagnosis  now  in  vogue.  i\Iuch  can  be  done 
for  the  early  cases,  but  to  derive  any  benefit  it  is  imperative  that  they 
undergo  the  prescribed  treatment  without  delay.  It  may  well  be  that 
we  are  on  the  threshold  of  discovering  the  cause  of  this  disease,  and 
having  done  so,  applying  the  suitable  remedy  for  its  elimination  from 
the  victim’s  body. 

Just  as  cancer  takes  its  toll  of  peoifie  in  the  latter  half  of  life,  that 
insidious  infection,  tuberculosis — so  aptly  termed  the  white  man’s  scourge 
— wreaks  its  vengeance  on  the  younger  members  of  the  population.  It  is 
common  knowledge  that  a single  case  of  scarlet  fever  oecurring  in  a 
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community  causes  more  apprehension  than  several  cases  of  tuberculosis 
There  appears  to  be  an  apathy  in  the  outlook  on  this  disease,  with  the 
result  that  incentive  to-  combat  its  ravages  meets  with  a modicum  of 
encouragement.  In  our  endeavours  to  check  the  depredations  of  this 
killer  of  the  young  we  must  attack  it  from  a sociological  aspect  as  well 
as  therapeutic.  Bad  housing,  overcroAvding  and  malnutrition  are  well 
recognised  predisposing  factors.  The  greatest  single  channel  of  infection 
is  milk  from  tuberculous  cows  drunk  in  infancy  and  childhood. 

Segregation  of  the  active  case  under  good  housing  conditions  is  just 
as  important  in  the  interests  of  preventio<n  as  are  Sanatoria  and  dispen- 
saries in  the  treatment  of  the  case.  How  often  one  sees  cases  returning 
from  a Sanatorium  only  to  live  under  the  same  unsatisfactory  conditions 
as  prevailed  prior  to^  going  away  for  treatment,  with  the  result  that  the 

case  relapses  and  all  the  good  derived  from  treatment,  undone.  One  has 

an  uneasy  feeling  that  this  unfortunate  section  of  the  community  is  not 
getting  a square  deal,  as  regards  the  provision  of  suitable  housing  accom- 
modation. One  of  the  most  serious  problems  of  the  present  day  in 
connection  with  the  treatment  of  the  early  case  is  the  insufficiency  of  beds 
in  vSanatoria  and  Hospitals,  owing  to  shortage  in  the  nursing  and  domestic 
staffs.  This  often  entails  considerable  delay  in  the  admission  of  the  case. 
There  is  no  room  for  complacency  in  dealing  with  a disease  that  causes 
nearly  one-third  of  all  deaths  in  the  age  group  15-40  years.  Although 

the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  has  been  more  than  halved  during  the 

past  40  years,  yet  it  has  not  been  reduced  to  the  condition  of  rarity  like 
diphtheria  or  enteric  fever. 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

]\Ieasles  showed  a decline  in  the  United  District — 102  cases  having 
been  notified  as  against  185  the  previous  year.  Whooping  Cough  notifi- 
cations— 102 — showed  an  increase  of  52  over  the  previous  year.  One 
non,-civilian  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  the  Dover  Rural  District, 
but  not  a single  case  occurred  amongst  the  civilian  population  of  the 
United  District.  Diphtheria  notifications  throughout  the  country  were 
the  lowest  ever  recorded,  being  about  47,000  below  the  average  55,000 
obtaining  in  the  ten  year  period  1931-40.  The  mortality  figures  also 
showed  a marked  decline,  only  150  deaths  being  recorded  as  compared 
with  2,480  in  the  year  1940. 

This  truly  wonderful  and  satisfactory  result  is  a great  tribute  to  the 
success  of  the  immunising  campaign  carried  out  all  over  the  country  in 
combating  this  serious  infection  of  childhood. 

General  ; 

I should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  excellent  work  carried  out  by 
the  Rodent  Officer  to  the  Eastry  Rural  District  Council,  as  may  be  seen 
from  his  report.  Both  he  and  his  assistant  have  rendered  valuable  service 
in  dealing  with  this  ever  present  menace  to  the  Country’s  food  supply,  and 
the  health  of  the  community.  On  several  occasions  he  has  been  called  in 
to  assist  neighbouring  Authorities.  A free  service  is  provided  for  private 
householders. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Eastry  Rural  District  Council  decided 
to  relieve  Mr.  Meacher  of  his  duties  as  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  to 
appoint  him  Surveyor  to  the  Council  and  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  created 
by  the  appointment  of  a full-time  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 

With  my  report  are  incorporated  the  reports  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  and  I thank  them  for  the  unfailing  help  and  loyal  co-operation 
given  to  mq  in  the  performance  of  my  duty. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  acknowledge  gratefully  the  valuable 
help  I have  received  from  the  Clerk  to  the  Joint  Committee — Mr.  C.  R. 
Evans — and'  my  secretary.  Miss  Lawrence,  in  the  compilation  of  this 
report. 

T.  J.  NICHOLE, 
Medical  OfiBcer  of  Health. 

August,  1949. 
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SECTION  A, 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITrONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area, 

The  United  District  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  sea  between  Herne 
Bay  and  Margate  Borough  and  the  boundary  of  Margate  Borough,  on  the 
East  by  the  boundary  of  Ramsgate  Borough,  the  sea  between  Ramsgate 
Borough  and  Deal  Borough,  the  boundary  of  Deal  Borough,  and  the  sea 
between  Deal  Borough  and  Dover  Borough,  on  the  south  by  the  boundary 
of  Dover  Borough,  the  sea  between  Dover  Borough  and  Folkestone 
Borough,  and  on  the  West  by  the  Boundaries  of  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Elham  and  Bridge  Blean.  The'  Borough  of  Sandwich  is  enclosed  by  the 
Eastry  Rural  District. 

The  surface  is  irregularly  undulating  and  is  traversed  by  the  Rivers 
Stour  and  Dour.  The  District  is  highest  at  the  North  and  South  parts  and 
lowest  in  the  marsh  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Stour. 


District. 

Acres  I 

including  | 

Inland  Water  | 

Population 

Census,  1931 

POPULATION 

1948 

Dover  R.D. 

...  26,098 

8,945 

9,440 

Eastry  R.D. 

...  54,276 

22,050 

20,720 

East  Kent  (No.  2)  United 
District 

...  80,374 

30,995 

30,160 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 
United  District. 


BIRTHS. 

(1)  Live  Births, 

Male  Births,  325;  Female  Births,  274;  Total,  599. 
Legitimate.  IMales,  310;  Females,  261;  Total,  571. 
Illegitimate.  Males,  15;  Females,  3;  Total,  18. 

Birth  Rate  (per  KKJO),  19.86;  England  and  Wales,  17.9. 

(2)  Still  Births, 

Total,  14.  Rate  per  1000  total  births,  22.8. 


DEATHS. 

Net  total  deaths  in  1948  : INIales,  155;  Females,  166;  Total,  321. 
Death  Rate  (per  1000  of  population)  = 10.64. 

England  and  Wales,  1948  = 10.8. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes,  nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1000  live  births,  25.4. 

(England  and  Wales,  34  per  1000). 

(b)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  live  births,  26.2. 

(c)  Illegimate  Infants  per  1000  live  births,  nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages),  54. 

Deaths  from  IMeasles  (all  ages),  nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  1. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  (under  2 years  of  age),  2. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Causes  of  death  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Dover  Rural  District  (4). 

Prematurity  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Mal-Development  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gastro-Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Eastry  Rural  District  (11). 

Prematurity  ... 

Congenital  Mal-Development 
Infective  Hepatitis 
Gastro-Enteritis 
Whoo])ing  Cough  ... 
Asphyxia 

Icterus  Neonatorum 


2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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EAST  KENT  (No.  2)  UNITED  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Year  1948. 


Causes  of  Death.  Dover 

R.D 

Kastry  R.D. 

United  Dist. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes  

46 

60 

...  109 

1 06  . 

155 

166 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

o 

O 

4 

6 

1 ... 

9 

5 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

— 

. . . — 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping-  Cough  

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

— 

— - 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Influenza  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cancer  of  Buc.-Cav.  (Male) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Cancer  of  Uterus  (Female) 

— 

— 

— 

4 ... 

— 

4 

Cancer  of  vStomach  & Duodenum 

2 

— 

— 

2 ... 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

4 

— 

3 ... 

— 

7 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites  

1 

8 

...  18 

10  ... 

19 

18 

Diabetes  

— 

— 

— 

1 ... 

— 

1 

Intra-Cranial  Haemorhage 

6 

4 

9 

17  ... 

15 

21 

Heart  Disease  

10 

20 

....  28 

40  ... 

38 

60 

Other  Diseases  of  Circ.  System 

— 

3 

4 

3 ... 

4 

6 

Bronchitis  

1 

— 

6 

3 ... 

7 

3 

Pneumonia  

1 

O 

3 

2 ... 

4 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

— 

2 

3 ... 

o 

O 

O 

O 

LBcer  (Stomach  or  Duodenum)  ... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

4 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

1 

— 

— 

1 ... 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

2 

1 

. . . — 

3 

2 

4 

Nephritis  

« > 

O 

— 

3 

2 ... 

6 

2 

Premature  Birth  

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

Congenital  Causes  

1 

1 

7 

2 ... 

8 

3 

Other  Maternal  Causes  

— 

; 

. . . — 

2 ... 

— 

2 

Suicide  

— 

8 

1 

— 

1 

o 

O 

Road  Traffic  iVccidents  

2 

1 

2 

1 ... 

4 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes  

1 

2 

3 

1 ... 

4 

3 

All  Other  Causes  

6 

4 

11 

5 ... 

17 

9 

Of  the  total  deaths,  Heart 

Disease 

accounted 

for  30 

/-o 

Cancer 

16.8%,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  4 

.36% 

, Intra-Cranial 

Htemorrhage 

n.21%. 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
Hospitals. 

(1)  Isolation  Hospitals. — Since  the  closure  of  the  Eastry  Isolation 
Hospital  on  December  31st,  1946,  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in 
the  Eastry  Rural  District  are  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Haine, 
those  occurring  in  the  Dover  Rural  District — to  the  Dover  Isolation 
Hospital. 

(2)  General. — There  are  no  General  Hospitals  in  the  District.  Cases 
from  the  different  areas  requiring  treatment  are  admitted  to  the  Kent  and 
Canterbury  Hospital;  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Deal;  Margate  and  Ramsgate 
General  Hospitals;  and  the  Dover  Hospital.  After  the  5th  July,  the 
hospital  and  specialist  services  came  under  the  administration  of  the  South 
East  ^Metropolitan  Regional  Board  which  is  responsible  for  all  hospitals 
in  the  Country. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(aj  Infectious  Cases. — The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Haine  has  its  own 
ambulance.  Deal  and  Dover  also  possess  an  ambulance  for  transporting 
this  class  of  case. 

(b)  Non-Infectious  Cases. — There  is  no  ambulance  in  the  District  for 
conveyance  of  non-infectious  cases.  After  the  5th  July,  1948,  the 
County  Council  became  responsible  for  the  provision  of  a comprehensive 
ambulance  service  throughout  the  County  and  ambulances  for  different 
sectors  of  the  District  can  now  be  obtained  from  any  of  the  three  depots 
situated  at  Canterbury,  Deal  and  Dover. 

The  three  collieries  in  the  District  have  their  own  ambulances. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Clinical  material  for  examination  is  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratory,  Maidstone,  as  are  sanphes  of  milk,  water,  sewage,  etc. 

Nursing  in  the  Hpme, 

Xo  special  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Authorities  for  this 
in  the  District.  Health  Visitors  emi)loyed  by  the  County  visit  in  the 
District,  as  also  do  the  Queen’s  Nurses. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  County  Council  arrange  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  work, 
and  the  treatment  of  school  children  at  the  various  Centres  throughout 
the  United  District. 

Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Disease. 

U])  to  the  5thi  July,  1948,  the  arrangements  for  treating  cases  of  this 
nature  were  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council.  After  that  date  the 
administration  was  taken  over  by  the  vSouth  Eastern  Hospital  Board. 
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SECTiQN  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

(Civilian  Cases  Only). 

during 

the  Year  1948 

Total 

Cases 

Cases  Admitted 

Total 

Disease. 

Notified,  to 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

13 

9 

— .. 

Pneumonia 

27 

— 

9 

Measles  

161 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

102 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

...  ...  2 

1 

— 

Para-Typhoid 

• • • ■ • « 1 

1 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  Year  1948, 


AGE 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

PERIODS 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 

1 

5 

— 1 

1 — 

1 — 

— 1 

— — 

10 

15 

20 

25 

2 2 

— 1 

3 — 

1 — 

— 1 

1 — 

1 — 

1 3 

1 — 

— 1 

— — 

35 

2 1 

— — 

2 1 

— — 

45 

2 2 

— — 

2 — 

— — 

55 

5 — 

— — 

1 1 

— — 

65 

— — ■ 

1 — 

— — 

and 

i 

over 

i 

TOTAL 

1 

15  7 

2 3 

9 5 

1 — 

Twenty-seven  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  as  compared  with'  34  the  previous  year.  Of  this  number 
22  were  of  the  Pulmonary  type. 
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Cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  Register  December  31st,  1938,  and 

December  31st,  1948. 


MALE.  t 

FEMALE. 

Pulmonary.  | 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

1938  1948 

1938 

1948 

1938 

1948  1 

1938 

1948 

Dover  R.  D 

23  ! 42 

5 

14 

13 

45 

9 

12 

Eastry  R.  D 

43  . no 

19 

31 

43 

72 

33 

43 

United  District 

66  ^ 182 

24 

45 

56 

117 

42 

55 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1025,  nor  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1986,  in  the  United  District. 


It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  table  that  there  has  been  a decided 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  United  District 
during  the  past  ten  years. 
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EASTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
Area  : 

The  District  is  bounded  as  follows  : On  the  North  by  the  sea  between 
Herne  Bay  and  Margate,  and  by  part  of  the  boundary  of  Margate;  on  the 
East  by  the  boundary  of  Ramsgate,  the  sea,  the  boundary  of  Deal,  and 
part  of  the  Dover  R.D.;  on  the  South  by  the  boundary  of  the  Dover  R.D.; 
and  on  the  West  by  the  boundary  of  the  Bridge  Blean  R.D.  The  surface 
of  the  District  is  irregularly  undulating,  and  is  traversed  by  the  River 
Stour.  It  is  highest  at  its  North  and  South  parts,  and  lowest  in  the  Marsh 
area  in  the  .vicinity  of  the  River  Stour.  The  main  part  of  the  Kent  Coal 
Field  underlies  the  district,  and  coal  is  being  worked  at  Betteshanger, 
Snowdown  and  Tilmanstone  Collieries. 

Area  (including  Inland  Water),  Acres  54,276. 


Population,  estimated  1948,  20,720. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses,  5,966. 


Rateable  Value,  £93,522. 


Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate,  £366. 


Density  of  Population,  Persons  per  Acre,  0.38. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE 

YEAR. 

(1)  Births  : 

Total 

M. 

F. 

(a)  Live  Births 

...  381 

199 

182 

Legitimate 

. . . 358 

188 

170 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  population)  = 18.38. 
England  and  Wales  = 17.9. 

...  23 

11 

12 

(b)  Still  Births  

9 

6 

3 

Rate  per  1000  total  births  = 23.07. 

(2)  Deaths  : 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Net  total  deaths  in  1948 

...  215 

109 

106 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  population)  = 10.32. 
England  and  Wales  = 10.8. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes,  nil. 

(3)  Infantile  Mortality  : 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

...  11 

10 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Ldii  t_v  idLc  auvjvj  live  uiiLiis;  — 

England  and  Wales  (per  1000  live  births)  = 34, 


Cause  of  Death 


c/5 

C/5 

\ri 

jr 

s: 

.£ 

jC 

c 

c 

c 

o 

o 

o 

o 

E 

ro 

E 

\D 

E 

c^ 

c 

<N 

— 

rn 

CN 

o 


H 


Prematurity 

2 — 

— — 2 . 

...  - 



2 

Congenital  3.Ial-Development 

3 — 

— — 3 . 

. — — 

1 — 

4 

As]')hyxia 

— — 

— — — 

. 1 — 

— — 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

— — 

— 11. 

, — — 

— — 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

— — 

— — — 

..  1 — 

— — 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis 

1 

1 

Icterous  Neonatorum  ... 

1 — 

— — 1 . 

, . — — 

— — 

1 

Total 

6 — 

— 17. 

..  2 — 

1 1 

11 

(4)  Deaths  from  : 


Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whoojhng  Congh  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  1 
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EASTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Year 

1948. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

...  109 

106 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

1 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

. . . — 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast 

. . . — 

3 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

— 

4 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

...  18 

10 

Intra-Cranial  Hemorrhage  ... 

9 

17 

Heart  Disease  ... 

. . . 28 

40 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

4 

3 

Bronchitis 

6 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

2 

3 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

i Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

2 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ... 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

. . . — 

3 

Nephritis 

3 

2 

Premature  Births 

2 

— 

Congenital  Causes 

7 

2 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

2 

Suicide  ... 

1 

— 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes 

3 

1 

All  other  Causes 

...  11 

5 

Of  the  total  deaths,  Heart  Disease  accounted  for  31.6%,  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage  12.09%,  and  Cancer  17.2%. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Report  of  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Year  1948. 

The  progress  this  year  back  towards  “norniar’  has  continued  to  be 
very  “up-hill”  and  no  very  considerable  activity  has  been  possible  in 
any  specific  branch  of  the  department’s  work.  The  following  matters, 
however,  are  felt  to  be  worth  comment : 

Housing  Position. 

Although  building  work  has  often  been  disappointingly  slow,  there 
has  been  some  improvement  in  the  supply  of  materials,  and  the  District 
Council’s  second  programme  (about  200  houses),  has  made  reasonable 
progress. 

In  accordance  with  Government  policy  the  new  Council  houses  have 
gone  largely  to  members  of  the  agricultural  and  coal-mining  populations. 

Preliminary  work  on  the  1949  programme  is  well  advanced,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  year  may  see  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  re-housing. 

Sewerage. 

The  public  enquiries  in  connection  with  the  proposed  schemes  for 
Eastry,  Wingham  and  Ash  (Xew  Street),  have  resulted  in  approval  in 
principle  being  given  by  the  INIinister.  Detailed  work  on  the  schemes 
is  now  in  hand. 

The  application  for  main  drainage  for  Worth  village  has  been  revived 
and  the  scheme  is  being  pressed  for. 

Scavenging. 

The  second  cesspool  emptier  has  been  delivered,  as  a result  of  which, 
essential  emptying  in  all  parts  of  the  district  has  been  possible. 

A re-organization  of  the  refuse-collection  service  has  been  possible 
with  the  arrival  of  a third  collection  vehicle,  and  all  principal  villages 
now  have  a collection  weekly  and  the  smaller  places  at  least  fortnightly. 

The  amount  of  material  salvaged  and  disposed  of  remains  about  the 
same. 

Rodent  Control. 

Very  useful  work  has  continued  to  be  done  in  this  connection,  and 
those  whoi  have  had  need  of  the  service  express  themselves  as  well 
satisfied. 

A survey  of  the  District  Council’s  sewers  showed  them  to  be  almost 
entirely  clear. 

Generally. 

Throughout  the  year  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  department  have, 
as  usual,  been  co-operative  and  helpful,  and  I conclude  by  tendering  my 
best  thanks  to  them,  and  particularly  so  as  this  is  likely  to  be  my  last 
report  as  the  District  Council’s  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 

R.  J.  MEACHER,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


January,  1949. 
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Water  Sepply. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  water  supply  in  the  Rural  District 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  supply  in  Rural  Districts  in  the  country 
as  a whole,  a piped  supply  being  available  to  approximately  95%  of  the 
premises.  The  houses  without  a piped  supply  are  scattered  and  in  isolated 
positions.  Agreement  was  reached  with  the  Statutory  Water  Undertakers 
for  the  extension  of  water  supplies  (a)  to  the  Nash  and  Hoaden  area  of 
the  Parish  of  Ash;  (b)  to  Summerfield,  in  the  Parish  of  Woodnesborough; 
and  (c)  Little  Mongeham  in  the  Parish  of  Sutton.  Proposals  for  the 
supply  of  additional  premises  were  under  consideration  during  the  year. 


Source  of  Supply, 

East  Kent  District  Water  Company  : 


Margate  Corporation  Water 

Undertaking  : 


Ramsgate  Corporation  Water 

Undertaking  : 

Westgate  and  Birchington 

Water  Company  : 

Deal  and  Walmer  Joint 

Water  Beard  : 


Parish. 

ASH,  EASTRY,  EYTHORNE, 
NONINGTON  (part),  NORTH- 
BOURNE,  RIPPLE,';  SHOLDEN 
(part)  , STAPLE,  SUTTON, 
TILMANSTONE,  WOODNES- 
BOROUGH, WORTH,  WING- 
HAM  (part). 

GOODNESTONE,  NONINGTON 
(part),  PRESTON,  STOUR- 
MOUTH,  WINGHAM  (part), 
MONKTON,  SARRE,  ST. 
NICHOLAS. 


MINSTER. 


ACOL. 


SHOLDEN  (part). 


The  District  Council  are  themselves  the  statutory  undertakers  for 
the  Parishes  of  Sarre  and  St,  Nicholas,  and  part  of  the  Parishes  of  Wing- 
ham  and  Goodnestone  taking  a supply  in  bulk  from  the  Margate  Corpora- 
tion whose  pumping  station  is  situated  in  the  Parish  of  Wingham. 

Quarterly  reports  from  the  laboratory  on  samples  taken  from  the 
various  Companies’  supply  shorv  that  the  water  is  quite  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  three  samples  of  well  water  were  sent  to  the  County 
Laboratory  for  chemical  examination,  and  the  reports  showed  all  of  them 
to  be  unfit  for  drinking. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  are  four  main  sewerage  schemes  in  operation  throughout  the 
Rural  Districts  : (a)  Aylesham,  (b)  Ash,  (c)  Minster,  and  (d)  Elvington. 

Smaller  systems  are  in  operation  for  (a)  Snowdown,  (b)  Betteshanger 
Colliery  Village,  and  (c)  Sandwich  Bay.  Premises  in  Goodnestone  are 
connected  to  the  trunk  sewer  between  Aylesham  and  Wingham. 

The  above  systems  cover  more  than  40%  of  the  population  of  the 
Rural  District. 

A Local  Inquiry  was  held  on  10th  September  into  the  schemes  for 
the  sewerage  of  Eastry,  Wingham  and  the  New  Street  area  of  Ash,  and 
the  schemes  were  subsequently  approved  in  principle  by  the  IMinistry  of 
Health. 

In  connection  with  the  scheme  for  Wingham  the  Council  agreed  with 
the  Bridge-Blean  R.D.C.  terms  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  sewage 
from  the  Parish  of  Adisham. 

The  Council  at  the  same  time  decided  to  press  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  permission  to  proceed  with  the  scheme  for  Worth. 

Schemes  for  the  sewerage  of  Sholden  and  Woodnesborough  were 
under  construction  during  the  year  and  were  approved  by  the  Council 
in  principle. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  Council  undertakes  the  collection  and  removal  of  domestic  refuse. 
The  method  of  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipj^ing  at  Poison  Cross,  near 
Eastry.  Three  vehicles  are  in  use  for  this  purpose  and  the  service  covers 
all  but  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  Rural  District.  The  service  varies 
from  twice  a week  in  Aylesham  to  once  a fortnight  in  the  smallest  villages. 
The  majority  of  villages  have  a collection  once  a week.  The  emptying 
of  cesspools,  and  contents  of  pails  is  carried  out  under  direct  labour,  two 
modern  mechanical  vehicles  being  employed  for  this  important  section 
of  the  work.  A free  service  of  cleansing  cesspools  is  given  once  in  three 
months. 

Salvage. 

This  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
reports  on  the  year’s  work  as  follows:  — 

Amount  of  salvage  materials  sold  during  1948  : — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

...  53 

2 

0 

0 ... 

218 

6 

6 

Bones 

...  2 

1 

> 

t) 

17  ... 

12 

0 

8 

Rags 

b 

i > 

O 

2 

2 ... 

52 

15 

9 

N.F,  Metal 

1 

0 

2 

26  ... 

26 

b 

0 

Scrap  Iron 

7 

10 

0 

0 ... 

16 

4 

8 

Bottles  and  Jars 

...  19 

0 

0 

0 ... 

88 

17 

8 

Miscellaneous 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 ... 

19 

6 

85 

18 

0 

17  ... 

415 

7 

9 

18 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

(1)  No.  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year,  2,200. 

(2)  No'.  of  Notices  served  : Statutory,  nil;  Informal,  42. 

(3)  Nuisances  found  or  reported  during  the  year  ; 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  ...  ....  2 

Drainage  10 

Cesspools  6 

1 

V Jl.  O •••  •••  ••• 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  — 

Miscellaneous 3 

Verminous  Premiss. 

Twelve  houses  were  disinfected. 


Hop-Pickers’  Camps, 

There  are  eight  hop-pickers’  camps  in  the  area.  Eighteen  routine 
inspections  were  carried  out,  and  minor  defects  found  were  remedied.  No 
outbreak  of  infectious  diseases  occurred  in  the  camps  during  the  season. 

Estimated  number  of  hop-pdckers  (excluding  home  pickers),  160 
families.  Main  water  supply  in  all  cases.  Scavenging  carried  out  by 
farmer  in  accordance  with  byelaws.  Cook-house  accommodation  generally 
available,  but  pickers  prefer  to  have  individual  cooking  outfits  in  front 
of  their  own  huts. 


Factories  Act,  1937. 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health; — 


Premises. 


Number  of 

On  Written 

Register.  Inspections.  Notices. 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is^  enforced  by  Local  Autho- 
rities 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  Avhich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 


39 


32 


36 

60 


Total 


71 


96 
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2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: — 


Particulars. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 
Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)  — 
Unsuitable  or  defective 
Other  offences 

Total 


Number  of  Defects 

Referred 
by  H.M. 

Found.  Remedied.  Inspector. 


12  ...  11 


1 ...  1 ...  — 
1 ...  1 ...  1 


14  ...  13  ...  1 
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Shops  Act,  1934. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-six  inspections  were  made  under  this  Act  during 
the  year,  and  advice  given  in  regard  to  lighting,  ventilation,  and  tempera- 
ture where  necessary.  Sanitary  accommodation  has  been  insisted  upon. 
No  formal  action  has  been  necessary. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  is  one  horse-slaughtering  businessi  in  the  area.  No  complaints 
were  received  in  reg:ard  to  it,  and  minor  defects  were  remedied. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919.  Infestation  Order,  1943. 

The  Rodent  Officer  reports  as  follows : — 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Rodent  population  in  the  Eastry 
Rural  District  Council’s  area,  under  my  control,  has  been  on  the  decrease. 
Regular  supervision  has  been  kept  on  known  breeding  places  and  homes 
of  the  rat  and  where  signs  of  life  have  been  apparent,  treatment  by  the 
Ministry  method,  of  pre-baiting  and  poisoning,  was  carried  out. 

Many  infestations  were  dealt  with  under  block  control  methods,  which 
have  proved  very  successful,  and  much  useful  information  was  obtained 
from  the  public  during  these  operations. 

One  hundred  and  one  complaints  were  received  direct  from  the  public 
and  three  hundred  and  three  infestation^  were  found  as  a result  of 
independent  investigation. 

The  Council’s  Refuse  Tip,  Sewage  Works  at  Minster,  Elvington  and 
Wingham  have  received  regular  treatment  during  the  year. 

The  sewers  at  Minster,  Aylesham,  Elvington  and  Ash  have  all  been 
test-baited  during  the  year  and  all  were  found  to  be  clear  of  rats. 

Six  hundred  and  twenty-four  inspections  were  carried  out  where  there 
was  a record  of  infestation. 


Estimated  killed  (Rats) 
Bodies  recovered  (Rats) 
Bodies  recovered  (Mice) 


8,101 

898 

354 


In  my  opinion  the  only  successful  way  of  dealing  with  these  rodents 
is  regular  treatment.  By  this  method  effective  control  can  be  main- 
tained. 


(Signed)  : B.  HEARN, 

Rodent  Officer  Eastry  R.D.  Council. 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

The  Council  were  able  to  make  better  progress  in  the  construction 
of  houses  during  the  year  and  the  position  at  31st  December  was  as 
follows  : — 

Houses  completed  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Permanent  Aluminium  Bungalows  completed  80 
Temporary  iVluminium  Bungalows  completed  20 

204 

Houses  under  construction  ...  ...  ...  156 

37  houses  had  been  comj^deted  by  private  enterprise  and  13  were  under 
construction. 

5 houses  destroyed  by  enemy  action  had  been  re-built. 

The  Council  decided  that  in  the  next  stage  of  the  programme  a 
proportion  of  two  bedroom  liouses  should  be  provided. 

The  Council  continued  to  retain  close  touch  with  the  Kent  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  with  regard  to  tlie  housing  needs  of  agricultural 
W'orkers  and  with  the  Divisional  Office  of  the  National  Coal  Board  in  the 
matter  of  houses  for  miners. 

The  Council  made  one  Demolition  Order  during  the  vear. 

V 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk. 

During  the  year  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  made  297 
visits  to  the  80  Dairies  and  Cow-sheds  in  the  district;  16  defects  were 
found  and  in  due  course  remedied. 

(a)  Number  of  producers,  42. 

Number  of  producer  retailers,  31. 

Number  of  retailers,  7. 

Number  of  farms  licensed  toi  produce  : 

(1)  Tuberculin  Tested  iMilk,  31. 

(2j  Accredited  i\Iilk,  18. 

(b)  One  hundred  samides  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Council’s  Daboratory  for  bacteriological  examinations.  Details  of  the 
samples  submitted  and  results  were  as  follows:  — 

Tuberculin  Tested  i\Iilk,  66  (20  unsatisfactory). 

Accredited  IVIilk,  34  (8  unsatisfactory). 

Number  of  samples  collected  for  Biological  Examination, 


4. 
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(c)  Pasteurisation  : One  plant  of  the  “ Holder  ’’  process  type  is 
licensed  for  the  production  of  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Three  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratory  for  the  Phosphatase  Test,  and  one  was  satisfactory. 

Milk  in  Schools. 

Inspections  of  herds  and  farm  premises  were  made  as  required  to 
ensure  the  suitability  of  the  milk  for  this  purpose. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

(a)  The  18  slaughter-houses  in  the  Rural  District  were  closed  down  at 
the  outbreak  of  war,  and  all  routine  slaughtering  is  now^  carried  out 
under  the  Ministry  of  Food  Centralised  Slaughtering  Scheme. 

Thirty  pigs  were  slaughtered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  the 
carcases  being  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

One  carcase  was  condemned  on  account  of  disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis. 

Total  weight  condemned  was  Icwt.  3qrs.  41b. 

(b)  The  follo^ving  inspections  of  food  preparing  places  were  made 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  69 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Other  food  preparing  places  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(c)  Foodstuffs  condemned  during  1948:  — 

Canned  Goods  : Meat,  121  tins;  Rabbit,  4 tins;  Fish,  21  tins;  Milk,  94 
tins;  Vegetables,  112  tins;  Soup,  10  tins;  Preserves,  15  tins;  Spreads,  13 
tins;  Fruit,  23  tins;  Cheese,  1 tin;  Pudding,  5 tins;  Dried  Egg,  1 tin; 
Tomato  Juice,  1 tin;  Orange  Juice,  3 tins. 

Other  Goods  : Sweets,  Bjlbs.;  Cereals,  IGlbs.;  Fish  Cakes,  60  doz.; 
Potatoes,  1121bs.;  Pickles  and  Sauces,  7 bottles;  Suet,  71bs. 

Meat  : (including  Bacon),  858ilbs.  (Bacon,  OOlbs.);  Frozen  River, 
1801bs. 

(d)  Ice  Cream  : 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
October,  1939,  makes  is  compulsory  for  all  premises  used  for  the  sale,  or 
manufacture  for  sale  of  ice  cream,  to  be  registered  with  the  Local  Authority. 
Number  of  premises  registered,  20. 

Two  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the 
County  Laboratory.  No  pathogenic  organisms  were  found. 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 


Supply  of  Serum. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  was  provided  by  the  Council  free  of  charge 
and  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
District  in  accordance  with  the  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  (outside  London) 
Order,  1910.  Up  to  the  end  of  June,  84,000  units  were  issued.  After 
the  5th  of  July  the  South  East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee 
arranged  for  stocks  of  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  to  be  held  at  the  Victoria 
Hospital,  Deal. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

A scheme  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria  was 
adopted  and  put  into  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  1940.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  1948  the  results  of  eight  years’  immunising  were  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Children  Immunised. 

Ihider  5 years.  From  5 to  15  years.  Total. 

1,274  1,995  3,269 

64.9%  62.21%  63.25% 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1948. 


Disease 


Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Puerperal  Pynexia 


AGE 

PERIODS. 
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— 
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— 
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2 
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4 

12 

6 

9 
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1 

1 
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— 
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— 
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8 

11 

10 

12 

26 
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1 

1 

— 

— 

72 
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— 
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Parish  distribution  of  72  notified  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  : 

Ash,  42;  Eastry,  5;  Goodnestone,  1;  Northbourne,  3;  Staple,  1; 
Wingham,  1;  Worth,  5;  Woodnesborough,  13. 

Of  the  27  notified  cases  of  Pneumonia  15  occurred  in  the  Parish  of 


Ash 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  Year  1948. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

— 

— 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

15 

2 

1 

— - 

1 : 

1 

— 

— — 

20 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

25 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

35 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— — 

45 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

55 

5 

— 

— 

: 

' 

1 

1 

— — 

Total 

12 

3 

1 

2 

6 

1 

— — 

Included  in  the  above  tables  are  three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  through  the 
Death  Returns. 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Remaining  on  Register,  Eastry  R.D.,  Decemberj 

31st,  1938  and  1948. 


MALE 

FEMALE 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1938 

1948 

1938 

1948 

1938 

00 

1938 

1948 

43 

110 

19 

31 

43 

72 

33 

43 
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Verminous  Persons. 

There  are  no  facilities  in  this  district  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfesta- 
tion of  verminous  persons. 

Disinfection, 

The  isolation  hospital  has  a disinfecting  plant,  and  all  infected  clothing 
and  bedding  is  sent  there  for  disinfection.  During  the  year  4 batches  of 
clothing  were  dealt  with  in  this  manner. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected,  2. 

Scabies. 

Under  arrangement  with  the  Deal  Town  Council  all  cases  of  scabies 
in  the  district  are  sent  for  treatment  to  the  Council’s  Cleansing  Station. 
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DOVER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  district  is  bounded  roughly  as  follows  : — On  the  North  by  the 
Rural  District  of  Bridge-Blean  and  Eastry  and  the  Borough  of  Deal.  On 
the  East  by  the  sea.  On  the  South  by  the  Borough  of  Dover,  the  sea 
and  the  Borough  of  Folkestone,  and  the  West  by  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Elham  and  Bridge-Blean. 

The  following  Civil  Parishes  are  situated  within  the  boundary  of  the 
Rural  District:  — 

Alkham,  Capel,  Coldred,  Denton,  Guston,  Hougham,  East 
Eangdon,  West  Eangdon,  Eydden,  Ringwould,  River,  Shepherds- 
well,  St.  Margaret’s,  Temple  Ewell,  Whitfield,  Wootton. 


Area  (including  inland  water),  26,098  acres. 


Population,  estimated  1948,  9,440. 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  3,073. 


Rateable  Value,  £83,956. 


Sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate,  £333  11s.  5d. 


Density  of  Population,  persons  per  acre,  0.38. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


(1)  Births. 


Total 


(a)  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  218 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  218 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  of  population)  =23.09, 

England  and  Wales=17.9. 

(b)  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  = 22.42. 


M. 

126 

122 

4 


3 


F. 

92 

91 

1 


2 


Deaths. 

Net  total  Deaths  in  1948  ... 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000)  = 1I..22. 

England  and  Wales  (per  1,000)  = 10.8. 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes,  nil. 


Total 

106 


M.  F. 

46  60 


(3)  Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  under  1 year  : — 


Total 


Legitimate  4 

Illegitimate  — 

Infant  IMortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)...- 18.3. 
England  and  Wales  (per  1,000  live  births)  =34. 


Causes  of  death  : — 

Premature  Birth 1 

Congenital  i\Ial-Development 2 

Gastro-Enteritis 1 


Total 


4 


M. 

2 


F. 

2 


(4)  Deaths  from  : 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Measles  (all  ages)  

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

Diarrhcea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 


DOVER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Year  1948. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

...  46 

...  60 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 

3 

...  4 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

...  1 

. . . — 

Pneumonia 

...  1 

...  3 

Influenza 

. . . — 

1 

Cancer  of  IMouth  and  Oesophag 

us  2 

— 

Cancer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

...  2 

. . . — 

Cancer  of  Breast 

. . . — 

...  4 

Cancer  of  All  Other  Sites  .... 

...  1 

...  8 

Heart  Disease 

...  10 

....  20 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

. . . — 

...  3 

Intra-Cranial  Hsemorrhage 

...  6 

...  4 

Bronchitis 

...  1 

— 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

...  1 

• • •• 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

...  2 

— 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

...  1 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

...  2 

1 

Nephritis 

...  3 

— 

Congenital  ]Mal-Developnient 

...  1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

. . . — 

1 

Suicide 

. . . — 

...  3 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

...  2 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes 

...  1 

...  2 

All  Other  Causes 

...  6 

...  4 

Of  the  total  deaths  Heart  Disease;  accounted  for  28.3  per  cent.,  Intra- 
Cranial  Hseniorrhage  9.43  per  cent.,  and  Cancer  16.03  per  cent. 


29 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

In  my  remarks  on  this  year’s  report  I would  like  to  enlaro^e  on  a few 
items  which  may  not  be  obvious  from  the  report  which  follows. 

Early  in  the  year  it  was  d'ecided  to  bringi  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret’s- 
at-Cliffe  into  the  direct  labour  system  of  refuse  collection,  operating  in 
the  remainder  of  the  district,  by  purchasing  a second-hand  lorry,  and 
increasing  the  staff  of  collectors,  instead  of  being  scavenged  by  contract. 
In  addition,  the  parish  of  Lydden  was  given  a weekly  collection  instead 
of  fortnightly.  The  new  arrangement  worked  well. 

In  January  a new  range  of  garages  was  completed,  enabling  all  the 
vehicles  to  be  operated  from  one  Depot. 

Cesspool  emptying  during  the  year  was  still  a great  difficulty,  so 
pending  delivery  of  a new  additional  vehicle  a double  shift  was  again 
in  force  for  the  summer  months. 

Improvement  in  waste  pai)er  collection  was  most  marked,  rising  from 
13  cwts.  in  January  to  5 tons,  4 cwts,  in  December.  The  result  of  efforts 
during  March,  April  and  ^lay  for  the  National  Waste  Paper  Competition, 
in  which  the  Council  won  second  prize,  was  not  only  maintained  for  the 
remajinder  of  the  year,  but  exceeded  by  a good  margin,  especially 
during  Octobeil  to  December,  which  began  a new  six  month  competition. 
The  end  of  the  year  saw  the  installation  of  a waste  paper  baler,  and  all 
paper  being  sent  direct  to  the  mills  instead  of  being  disposed  of  locally, 
with  a resultant  increase  in  revenue  from  this  source. 

In  July  the  Civil  Building  “Free  Limit’’  was  increased  to  £100, 
enabling  more  repair  work  on  existing  houses  tO'  be  done  without  a licence. 
In  the  previous  month  private  building  was  begun  again,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  thirty-two  houses  had  been  built  and  twelve  were  under  con- 
struction. The  Council’s  own  housing  programme  showed  forty-eight 
built  and  thirty-two  under  construction.  In  IMay  a further  thirty-seven 
units  of  accommodation  were  obtained  by  converting  a Marine  Camp  at 
Ringwould. 

In  general  I review  the  year  with  a feeling  that  some  improvements 
have  been  effected,  and  hope  for  continued  progress  in  the  year  to  follow. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  my  staff  for  their  willing  help  through- 
out the  year. 


W.  O.  AMISTRONG,  A. R. San. I.,  M.S.I.A, 


Council  Offices, 

Temple  Ewell, 

5th  July,  1949 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Water. 


vSome  93.6  % of  the  houses  in  the  Rural  District  are  supplied  with 
water  from  the  public  mains.  Of  the  sixteen  parishes  in  the  district, 
fourteen  are  supplied  by  the  East  Kent  Water  Company  and  two  by  the 
Folkestone  Waterworks  Co.  Two  small  areas  at  Alkham  and  Capel  are 
still  under  consideration  for  a mains  supply,  but  owing  to  the  expense 
no  action  has  as  yet  been  taken. 

Two  hundred  and  one  houses  get  their  supply  from  rain  water  tanks. 

Reports  on  monthly  samples  taken  from  the  public  water  supply  show 
that  the  water  is  quite  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  are  no  main  sewerage  systems  in  operation  in  the  area.  Sewage 
is  disposed  of  by  means  of  cesspools,  pail  closets  and  chemical  closets. 

Number  of  Cesspools  in  district,  2,199. 

Number  of  pail  and  chemical  closets  in  district,  796. 

Number  of  houses  on  main  drainage,  130. 

(These  houses  are  owned  by  Dover  Borough  and  are  on  the  Buckland 
Estate) . 

A public  enquiry  was  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  16th 
December^  1948,  regarding  the  schemes  for  the  sewage  of  Capel  le  Feme, 
Whitfield,  River,  Temple  Ewell,  Eydden,  Shepherdswell,  St.  Margaret’s 
and  Ringwould.  The  Minister  is  prepared  tO'  give  his  approval  in  principle 
to  the  Council’s  proposals,  but  before  doing  so  it!  is  necessary  that  further 
action  should  be  taken  and  information  furnished. 

Poblic  Cleansing. 

The  collection  and  removal  of  domestic  refuse,  the  emptying  of  cess- 
pools and  collection  of  pails  has  been  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  and 
has  worked  very  satisfactorily. 

A second  refuse  collector  was  purchased  in  April,  and  the  weekly 
collection  of  refuse  in  some  of  the  larger  villages  was  extended.  The 
second  cesspool  emptier  ordered  early  in  1947  has  not  yet  been  received. 


This  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
reports  on  the  year’s  work  as  follows  : 

Weights  of  material  collected,  41  tons  3 cwts. 

The  amount  received  for  the  material  was  £192. 

During  March,  April  and  May  the  Waste  Paper  Recovery  Association 

held  a competition  for  the  greatest  increase  of  waste  paper  over  the  corres- 
ponding three  months  of  the  previous  year,  and  this  Council  won  second 
prize  of  £500. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

(1)  Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year,  1,700. 

(2)  Number  of  notices  served.  Statutory,  1;  Informal,  51. 


(3)  Nuisances  and  defects  remedied  during  the  year  : 
vSanitary  Accommodation  : 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(b)  Defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drainage  : 

(a)  Reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(b)  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cesspools  : 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  716 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  13 

Roofs  and  Rain  Water  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...^  38 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -..  17 

Walls  and  Ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •..■  33 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  12 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  hecJth. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 

Inspec-  Written 

Register 

tions  Notices 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Eocal 
Authorities  ... 

...  46 

55 

Nil 

(2) 

Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  Eocal 
Authorities  ... 

...  11 

21 

Nil 

(3) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Eocal  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

...  57 

76 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 

Number 

of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found  Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Inadequate  Ventilation 
Unreasonable  Temperature  ) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
Unsuitable  or  defective 
Other  Offences 


4 4 


Total  ... 
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Shops  Act,  1934. 

Sixty  inspections  of  shops  were  made,  and  any  necessary  instruc- 
tions given  in  regard  to  ventilation,  temperature,  lighting  and  sanitary 
accommodation.  No  action  was  necessitated. 

Verminous  Premises. 

One  complaint  was  received,  and  successful  action  taken  to  eradicate. 

Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice. 

Gassing,  trapping  and  poisoning  are  carried  out  by  a part-time  Rodent 
Operator.  Eighteen  infestations  were  reported  and  cleared. 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  2 sites  registered  in  the  District,  viz.,  Capel  2. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

Houses  were  inspected  upon  complaint,  and  notices  served  in  the 
case  of  urgent  repairs  being  required.  Three  hundred  and  fifty-two 
Building  Licences  were  issued. 

Number  of  inspections  made  with  regard  to  the  issue  of  Building 
Licences,  170. 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority,  62. 

Number  of  houses  under  construction,  26. 

Number  of  Nissen  huts  converted,  37. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  post-war  Housing  Programme,  entailing 

the  construction  of  266  houses  was  proceeded  with  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  40  houses  were  completed  and  26  under  construction. 

The  266  houses  are  allocated  as  follows  : — 

Alkham,  24.  Capel,  12.  Coldred,  12.  Denton,  2.  East  Langdon,  14. 
West  Langdon,  6.  Guston,  6.  Hougham,  22.  Kingsdown  and  Ring- 
would,  20.  Lydden,  15.  St.  Margaret’s,  31.  Shepherdswell,  12.  Temple 
Ewell,  50.  Whitfield,  30.  Wootton,  10. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

During  the  year  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  houses  were  inspected 
and  recorded. 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose,  340. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk. 


During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made  regular  visits  to  cow- 
sheds and  dairies;  twelve  defects  were  found  and  remedied. 

(a)  Number  of  Producers  in  the  District,  87. 

Number  of  Producer  Retailers,  47. 

Number  of  Retailers,  6. 

Number  of  farms  licensed  to  produce  : 

(1)  Accredited  Milk,  13. 

(2)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  11. 

(b)  Thirty-five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  County  Council’s 
laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  Details  of  the 
samples  submitted  and  results  were  as  follows  : — 


Accredited  Milk,  17  (4  failed). 
T.T.  Milk,  18  (4  failed). 


Milk  in  Schools. 

Inspection  of  herds  and  farm  premises  were  made  as  required  to  ensure 
the  suitability  of  the  milk  for  this  purpose. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  were  closed  down  at  the  outbreak 
of  war,  and  the  meat  supply  is  now  procured  from  the  Government 
Slaughter-house  and  Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Depot. 

The  following  inspections  of  food  shops  were  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector : — 


52 

32 
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1.  Bakehouses 

2.  Butchers 

3.  Other  Food  preparing  places 


Foodstuffs  condemned  during  1948;  — 

Canned  Goods  : 11  tins  Peas,  28  tins  i\leat,  6 tins  Beans,  99  tins  Milk, 
29  tins  Fruit,  0 tins  Fish,  2 tins  Marmalade,  2 tins  Soup,  1 tin  Spaghetti. 

Meat : IGlbs.  Liver,  1 Lamb’s  Tongue,  91bs.  Sausages,  21bs.  Bacon. 

Other  Goods  : 7 jars  Pickle,  20  packets  Cereal,  121bs.  Dried  Fruit, 
2061bs.  Dried  Peas,  llylbs.  Cheese,  1 Camembert  Cheese,  50lbs.  Rolled 
Oats,  dylbs.  Soup  Powder,,  31bs.  Soya  Flour,  51bs.  Semolina,  1 jar  Paste. 

Ice  Cream. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  October,  1939,  makes  it  compulsory  for  all  premises  used  for  the  sale, 
or  manufacture  for  sale  of  ice  cream,  to  be  registered  with  the  Local 
Authority. 

Number  of  premises  registered,  10. 


SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Suipply  of  Serum.. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  was  provided  by  the  Council  free  of  charge 
and  supplied  tO'  Medical  Practitioners  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
District  in  accordance  with  the  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  (outside  London) 
Order,  1910.  Up  to  the  end  of  June,  82,000  units  were  issued.  After 
the  5th  of  July  the  South  East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee 
arranged  for  stocks  of  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  to  be  held  at  the  Dover 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

A scheme  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria  was 
adopted  towards  the  end  of  1939,  and  came  into  force  at  the  end|  of  1940. 
At  the  end  of  1948  the  results  were  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Children  Immunised. 

Under  5 .years.  From  5 to  15  years.  Total 

574  1,155  1,729 

59.6?/o  87.1%  75.5% 

Verminous  Persons. 

There  are  no  facilities  in  the  district  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfecting 
of  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings.  Under  arrangements  with 
the  Borough  of  Dover  cases  are  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Disinfection. 

The  Rural  District  Council  does  not  possess  a disinfecting  plant,  but 
all  infected  bedding  and  clothing  is  sent  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital 
for  disinfection,  and  during  the  year  12  batches  of  clothing  were  dealt 
with  in  this  manner.  Number  of  premises  disinfected,  8. 

Scabies. 

Under  arrangement  with  the  Dover  Town  Council  cases  of  scabies  are 
sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES^  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Disease. 


Scarlet  Fever  ..  — — 1 — — 1 1 — — — — — — 

Measles ' 3 4 7 6 10  27  1 1 1— — 

Whooping  Cough  ..;  1 3 3 5 414  — — — — — — — 

Pneumonia  ..  ..'  — ___  — — — — — — — — — 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ..  — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Para-Typhoid  ..  — — — — ] — — — — — — — — 


AGE  PERIODS. 

0 1 2 3 4 5 10  15  25  35  45  55  65 


o 


Total. 

! Admitted  1 
Hospital. 

i 

Deaths. 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

60 

30 

— 

Nil 

— 

— 

Nil 

— 

— 

1 

1 

35 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  Year  1948. 
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Included  in  the  above  totals  is  one  case  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tubercu- 
losis which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  through 
the  Death  Returns. 


Ccises  of  Tuberculosis  Remaining  on  Register  Dover  R.D.,  December  31st, 

1938  and  1948. 
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